CHAPTER VII
ISMAIL THE MAGNIFICENT

ON 14 May 1858, Said was celebrating little Bairam at
Alexandria, and members of the Khedivial Family came
there to pay their respects and congratulations to him. Among
the princes were Ahmed, the heir-apparent, who was Ibra-
him's son and Ismail's elder brother, and Ahmed's uncle,
Abdul Halim.

The feast passed smoothly and a special train was ordered
to convey the princes and their suites to Cairo. At Kafr-el-
Zayyat, however, a railway disaster took place. At that time
the bridge across the Nile branch was not yet completed, and
the carriages had to be taken across the river by means of a
steam ferry. Unfortunately the wheels of Ahmed's carriage
had been left unchained, with the tragic consequence that the
train missed the ferry and plunged into the river. Prince
Ahmed, the heir-apparent, who,was corpulent and clumsy,
soon drowned; the more nimble prince Abdul Halim, after
failing to rescue his nephew, managed to swim ashore, and
thus brought himself a step nearer the throne. But the tragedy
had a more direct effect on the destinies of Egypt. Prince
Ahmed, an intelligent agriculturalist, wealthy and avaricious,
had passed away and left Prince Ismail, his brother, as heir-
apparent to the Viceroyalty.

Ismail, who was born in 1830, was then a young man of
liberal and progressive ideas. After finishing his education in
Egypt, he had been sent by his grandfather to Vienna and to
France as a member of the scholastic mission of 1844, together
with his brother Mustapha Fadel and his uncle Abdel Halim.

In France he studied at the Military College of St. Cyr and
received there an all-round education. When he came back to
Egypt his father's health was deteriorating, and his cousin
Abbas came to power. The eccentricities of Abbas made
Ismail a leader of the princes' opposition against him.